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Welcome to the October, 2014 issue of the Bonneville County Heritage Association Newsletter. We had excellent feedback on our first
issue, and we hope you will find this, our second issue, just as interesting and informative. For our Autumn issue, we are featuring an
article on the history of our largest Idaho Falls park, Tautphaus, written by Davidjohn Stosich and based on the presentation he gave for
our “Parks of Idaho Falls” presentation on September 13. You can test your Bonneville County knowledge with our popular Bonneville
County Quiz by David Nipper. We end with some Idaho Falls downtown nostalgia for those who miss the “good old days”. As always,
we welcome ideas and comments concerning what you would like to see in future issues. Please e-mail comments to:
www.bonnevilleheritage.org or linbeck@live.com
Linda Beckstead, Editor

TOUCH THE PAST AND ENGAGE THE FUTURE
By Ann Rydalch, Chair
Bonneville County Heritage Association

On the fourth Monday of each month, the Bonneville
County Heritage Association board members meet at
Rusios to discuss how we can provide meaningful
information and activities for the people in
Bonneville County so that everyone can “touch the
past and engage the future”.
We are excited to present “History in Print” on Wed.
Oct. 15, 2014 at 7:30 p.m., at University Place
Auditorium, 1776 Science Center Drive in Idaho
Falls. This free event will feature presentations by
Post Register publisher, Roger Plothow, about the
history of the Post Register and Jason Harris,
manager of Harris Publishing giving a history of the
magazine world he writes about.
Board member, Davidjohn Stosich is planning
entertainment for this event. And board member
RoseMarie Peterson will have a great silent auction
for people to enjoy during the intermission of this
event.
Our plans have already started forming for the year
2015. A question from a friend of mine, Diana
Yates, regarding what is the oldest home and
building in Bonneville County has sparked our
research to determine an answer to that question. On
Sat. Sept. 12, 2015 we will provide an answer to that

question with a Centennial Treasures Tour of those
oldest homes/buildings, selected from our research.
Already we are making plans for “Idaho Day” with a
program scheduled for March 4, 2015 at the Colonial
Theatre in Idaho Falls. Our sponsor for this event is
US Bank. This annual celebration will happen
because of legislation passed by Representative
Linden Bateman establishing March 4 as Idaho Day
with celebrations throughout Idaho. “We all love
Idaho, stated Rep. Bateman. From the sequin serenity
of Lake Coeur d’Alene to the thousand shades of
green along the Loche, Salmon, and Clearwater, to
the mighty roar of Shoshone Falls, the pristine
tranquility of Big Springs, and the turquoise blue of
Bear Lake, there is no place like Idaho.”
As we look further into 2015, we are preparing for a
program, “Dusty Roads”, that will give the history of
the stagecoach era, with stops that happened in
Bonneville County as well as musical entertainment
and this program will be held at the Colonial Theatre
tentatively scheduled for Oct. 7, 2015. Our sponsor
for this event at the Colonial Theatre is US Bank.
We have a rich and inspirational history in
Bonneville County and it is our hope to discover
these various treasures so that all of Bonneville
County can enjoy and learn about this great heritage.
Visit our website – www.bonnevilleheritage.org, and
become involved as we go along on this journey
together.
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW BONNEVILLE COUNTY?
Here’s a Quick Quiz
By David Nipper, BCHA Webmaster

(Hint: Most of the answers can be researched on the Bonneville Heritage Website http://bonnevilleheritage.org- or on Google Maps)

1. In 1904, a letter addressed to Ako, Idaho would have been delivered to a town we now know by a
different name. What is it now called?
2. Until recently, there was a ZCMI store in Idaho Falls. Where was the first ZCMI store in our area
located?
3. In what decade did farmers in Bonneville County first bring in a crop of wheat?
4. In 1903, there was a street in Idaho Falls that extended from Western Ave. to Cottage, located North
of Raymond Street and South of 2nd Street. Several important businesses were located on this street.
What was it called then?
5. On April 24, 1903, A great ceremony was held to lay the cornerstone of a factory building. This
construction would create a town, first called Centerville, which would blossom into a hub of economic
activity that lasted until 1978. What was the building?
6. Regarding the laying of that cornerstone, who was the official who troweled the stone in place?
a. The Master of the local Masonic Lodge
b. Mayor Curley Bowen of Idaho Falls
c. Senator William Borah
d. The President of the LDS Church, Joseph F. Smith
7. Which was created first - and which last?
Palisades Reservoir
Ririe Reservoir
Jackson Lake
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Quiz, continued
8. In 1909, there were two streets in Idaho Falls shown on the map with the name "Short Street". One
still has that name today, but the other is just an isolated bit of pavement unconnected and
unmaintained. Where was this other "Short Street?
9. In 1919 The town of Ozone, Idaho built a new school building. This building still exists, but was
moved to what location?
10. The railroad from Pocatello to Butte, Montana crossed the Snake River at Idaho Falls. In 1887, the
rails of the entire stretch were significantly altered in one day. What was changed?
(Answers to quiz on Page 8)
************************************************************************************************************

BCHA is going to create a Youth Program. This will probably be initiated when the next school year
starts. We would like the youth to become members of BCHA. Their enthusiasm, interests, and ideas
would be a great asset to BCHA. We would like to have several contests; e.g., poster contest, history
hunt with written article contest, a special Youth Evening Program and other events directed
specifically to the youth.

HISTORIC BONNEVILLE COUNTY
New book available from BCHA--$29.95.

Great for your own library, display or valued gift. Help us raise funds! Your purchase donates $15.00 to BCHA.
Contact Mary Jane Fritzen, 522-3185; mfritzen@ida.net or any BCHA board member.
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BCHA BOARD MEMBERS
Ann Rydalch, Chair
Joe Stewart, Vice Chair
Nancy Moir, Secretary Janet Jensen-Fullmer, Treasurer
Susan Mardis, Historian
Steve Taggart, Publicity
David Nipper, Webmaster
Davidjohn Stosich

Greg Stoddard
Mary Jane Fritzen
Linda Beckstead
RoseMarie Peterson
Linden Bateman
Kevin Neibaur
Todd Brown

HISTORY IN PRINT
“History in Print” will be the tHeme of bonneville Heritage association’s
community program Wednesday, October 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the University Place
auditorium. Admission is free and the public is invited. Roger Plothow, editor and
publisher of the Post Register; and Jason Harris, president of Harris Publishing
Company, will be speakers. They will tell about the growth, development, and local
impact of their respective newspaper and magazine publishing businesses.
A silent auction and musical entertainment will be presented during intermission.
according to davidjoHn stosicH, “tHird cousins Fiddlers, Lauren Dance and Sadie Wynn,
will really get tHings ramPed uP witH some lively numbers” between sPeakers. rose
Marie Peterson is in charge of the silent auction to raise funds for future BCHA
presentations. Paul Jenkins will video-record the program. Susan Mardis, historian,
will assemble materials, including tHe sPeaker’s scriPts and tHe cd, wHicH sHe will
comPile into binders and deliver to tHe museum of idaHo’s reading and reference room,
the I. F. Public Library and School Districts 91 and 93. “in tHis way, tHese filmed
presentations can be easily accessed by anyone at any time, including educating our
students about our county Heritage,” said ann rydalcH, bcHa cHair.
BCHA members and friends are urged to come and invite others to participate
with us.
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BCHA – WHY BECOME A MEMBER
Website: www.bonnevilleheritage.org
The Bonneville County Heritage Association (BCHA) began in 2004 when Mary Jane Fritzen gathered a few volunteers, including County
Commissioner Dave Radford, and organized the BCHA to begin making plans to commemorate the County Centennial of February 7,
1911. The year-long Centennial celebration ended in November of 2011.
Now, it is our plan to have BCHA continue its voluntary efforts to promote county history and its people. We need your help to do this.






Your commitment to join BCHA will ensure promotion of the county history and its people for generations to come.
Members will receive special invitations to BCHA events.
Members will receive the BCHA newsletter.
Members will receive special invitations to tours of the County Treasures developed during the Centennial celebration.
Members will have the opportunity to suggest promotion of specific county heritage projects, its people and its
published books.

Members will help ensure youth involvement.

Members may serve on committees or as officers.
***************************************************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Check one: Renewal _____

New _____

Check one: Individual ($10.) _____

Joint ($20.) _____

Date Submitted: _____________________

Total Amount Enclosed: _____________

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr. _____________________________________________________________
first name
middle initial
last name
Joint member name: ___________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________
Yearly dues are $10.00 (January to December calendar basis)
Make your check payable to BCHA and send along with your membership form to:
RoseMarie Peterson
1670 Sviskon Way
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
I am willing to serve on the following committee(s):
_____Membership
_____ Programs
_____Publicity
_____Newsletter
_____Historian Clubs
_____Topical Meetings
_____Social Events
_____ Public Information
_____Programs
_____ Honors and Awards
_____Fundraising
_____Electronic Media
_____County Treasures

Website: www.bonnevilleheritage.org
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Highlight On …………
TAUTPHAUS PARK
THE TAUTPHAUS DREAM
In 1881, Charles Tautphaus visited Eagle Rock, Idaho. Eagle Rock at that time was a dry, windswept, unleveled,
foreboding sort of a waste land that only grew sturdy sage brush and jack rabbits. Eagle Rock had come into
existence when Matt Taylor erected a bridge across the Snake River in 1865 and entrepreneurs started businesses to
cater to the travelers and, after, to the locals who were coming to the area. Limited farming existed along the
creeks.
Always an entrepreneur, Tautphaus could see the potential of the area once water from the river could flow onto the
thirsty, fertile volcanic soil. He couldn’t get Eagle Rock out of his head and decided he had to have some of it. In
1884, the Tautphauses and a partner, Mr. Moffitt, came down from Butte City, Montana, found the ground they
wanted and filed homestead rights on three sections of land south of Eagle Rock. The cost was $1.25 per acre, with
only 25 cents down and the remaining balance due in five years. Can you imagine: a square mile of land for only
$800 with only $160 down? Real value would only come when it could be irrigated.
Apparently, Moffitt bought his land as a favor to Tautphaus, because as soon as he got title, he sold to Tautphaus.
Tautphaus later purchased another 160 acres adjoining his other land, giving him a total of 2,080 acres equaling 3
1/4 square miles.
In 1885, Tautphaus bought a building on Eagle Rock Street which was purchased for $3,000. This housed a meat
market and the hall upstairs was used for community events. Mr. Tautphaus was living in Butte City, Montana at
this time.
In 1886, the entire Tautphaus family arrived in the area, including Charles and Sarah and their five daughters,
Charlotte Gertrude “Lottie”, Kathrine “Kate”, Mary “Minni”, Elizabeth “Lillie” and Sarah Josephine “Josie”, who
were aged from 4 to 16. They moved to their ranch south of Eagle Rock, with a dream to develop an oasis in the
middle of the desert, including a large lake, with trees, orchards, flowers and pastures. The lake was to be the focal
point of the family dream oasis. Remember, there were no dams on the river, nor man-made lakes or reservoirs at
that time. Charles lived to see the dream of a desert oasis come true.
In 1909, the Idaho Falls Booster Club purchased from widow Sarah Tautphaus a 160 acre tract to be converted to a
city park, public amusement grounds, fair grounds and race track at a cost of $35,000, with an anticipated additional
$48,000 by selling shares at $10.00 each. One hundred acres was to be sold in small acre tracts.
A huge grandstand was erected with a race track in front, a band stand, rest rooms, fountains and other amenities.
A grand opening of the new Tautphaus Park was held on July 25, 1910 in conjunction with Pioneer Days. 4,000 to
5,000 people attended the double celebration. It was a must-see for all visitors to the area.
THE RENO ERA
Frank Reno acquired and developed a 2,000 acre spread now known as the Reno Ranch 20 miles northwest of Mud
Lake. Reno developed vast sheep, horse and cattle holdings in Lemhi, Clark and Jefferson Counties.
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Tautphaus Park, continued

In 1912, Reno probably leased rather than purchased Tautphaus Park from the Idaho Falls Booster Club for use as a
show place for his award winning Cotswold and Hampshire sheep and his shorthorn cattle. Tautphaus Park now
became known as Reno Park.
Sometime later, the Booster Club transferred their interest in the park to the Bonneville County Fair Association,
who later abandoned the property in 1914 because of overwhelming debt. This voided Reno’s interest in the park
and the property reverted back to Sarah Tautphaus.
In 1915, Frank Reno purchased the park from Sarah Tautphaus and announced plans “to build a handsome
residence and improve the property and assist in every way in conducting the best county fair and livestock show in
the state”.
Times were great and Reno grew his vast empire to encompass holdings in three counties. His son Torrey once
said that his dad often deposited $100,000 in his checking account. Unfortunately, times changed for the worse.
Shortly after World War I, the economy faltered and the once vast Reno empire completely collapsed and left them
with nothing. Reno was never able to recover and died in 1925.
In 1920, the Reno Park Property reverted once more to Sarah Tautphaus.
In 1943, a group of citizens headed by John H. Senter wanted to memorialize the contributions the Tautphaus
family had made to the area and petitioned the city council to restore the Tautphaus name to the park. John Senter,
along with E.P. Henry, had been officers in the Cedar Hollow and Foot Hills Canal Companies that were formed in
1888 and subsequently acquired by the Idaho Canal Company in 1894. The name was restored and our city park
has been known as “Tautphaus” ever since. It has seen many changes and improvements over the years, but still
remains a beautiful showplace of which we can all enjoy and be proud.
(This story by Davidjohn Stosich was part of the “Parks of Idaho Falls” presentation on September 13, 2014)
************************************************************************************************************

Calendar of upcoming events
Museum of Idaho
Open Mon and Tues (9 a.m. to 8 p.m.), Wed. to Saturday (9 to 5).
Now showing Sep. 26 to Nov. 29, 2014: Glow: Living Lights
Sat., Oct. 11, IGS and UGA
Idaho Genealogical Society's Fall 2014 conference co-sponsored by Utah Genealogical Association
ISU Student Union Bldg., Pocatello
Keynote speakers and 16 classes
Wednesday, October 15, 7:30
BCHA program with silent auction: "History in Print", University Place , Idaho Falls
Roger Plothow of Post Register and Jason Harris of Harris Publishing Co.
Wednesday, March 4, 2015
Idaho Day Commemoration
Colonial Theater, Idaho Falls
Watch for more details.
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 2 :
1. Ucon, Idaho
2. About where the Idaho Falls Power offices are located (in the shadow of the city water tower), on what was then
the West end of Railroad Ave. This was later called Eagle Rock Street, but it was eliminated during the renovation
that created the current Idaho Falls Library.
3. In the mid-1870s, settlers on Willow Creek raised the first acre of wheat in the County.
4. It was called Front Street. This became Broadway shortly thereafter. Raymond Street was called many things,
including Bridge St. and Market St., but it was eliminated when the area was renovated. Second Street became A
street when the "numbered streets" gained enough prominence to cause confusion. Western Ave became Memorial
Drive, and Cottage was eliminated when Yellowstone Ave. was extended through that area.
5. The Sugar Factory at the town that was later named Lincoln.
6. D. The President of the LDS Church, Joseph F. Smith
7. Jackson Lake, then Palisades Reservoir, then Ririe Reservoir
8. The Idaho Register map of 1909 shows it (along with many other streets and house lots that only existed in the
mind's eye) between Crowley and Shelly streets, West of Fremont Ave. The pavement is still visible in satellite
images, and can be seen off the Greenbelt path north of the John's Hole Bridge and South of the Northwind
building.
9. On the grounds of the Ammon Elementary School, in Ammon, ID.
10. On July 24th, 1887, teams of men positioned every six miles along the track changed the track spacing from
narrow gauge to standard gauge. The majority of the preparations had started the year before, but the actual change
was done in one day.
***************************************************************************************************************

Are you and your family constantly looking for something fun to do in Idaho Falls once the
cold months arrive? Look no further… The bi-annual Discover Idaho Falls Parks and
Recreation Guide is now available throughout the City and online at www.ifrec.org. This ever
evolving guide includes a calendar of all local runs, rides, races and special events, programs that the
City will be offering and information about our facilities and community partners. Please click on
the link to flip through the electronic copy of this issue and see what great programs the Division of
Parks and Recreation will be running over the next six (6) months. We encourage you to email this
message to all of the employees in your organization to help promote healthy living and active
lifestyles in our beautiful city.
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How many of these places do you remember?
How many are still there?
This is an address directory for downtown Idaho Falls from the late 1940s or early 1950s.
(You may need to enlarge it to make it readable)
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